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monoclonal cell-surface antigen recognized by HLA-DR-specific reagent. Several
biochemical methods were compared for identifying monoclonal antigens detected by HLA-
DR specific monoclonal antibody IgG3. These methods included (1) a cell ELISA using cells

labelled with [3H]serotonin (3HT); (2) immunoprecipitation by [125I]protein A; (3) a
biosynthetic labelling of membrane proteins with [35S]cysteine; and (4) an immunoblotting
using immobilized DR antigen. 3HT assay of cytosol proteins showed that 68% of the HLA-
DR determinants were soluble proteins. Proteins of 36 kD and 41 kD were the only major
components of the soluble fraction. The amount of DR determinants differed in different
Hodgkin's disease cells. The ratio of soluble to membrane protein DR determinants was

highest in the Hodgkin's disease cells tested.The inducible nitric oxide synthase isoforms in
articular cartilage and synovial fluid of patients with knee osteoarthritis. Increased nitric oxide

production is associated with various rheumatic diseases, such as osteoarthritis (OA). Nitric
oxide is a powerful inhibitor of cartilage degradation, and the inducible nitric oxide synthase
(iNOS) is crucial for nitric oxide production. To assess the expression of iNOS in articular

cartilage and synovial fluid of patients with OA and to determine whether the synovial NOS
isoforms were influenced by corticosteroid treatment. We investigated 45 patients with

symptomatic knee OA (mean age, 64.6 +/- 8.8 y), including 22 patients with corticosteroid
use, who were undergoing total knee arthroplasty. The patients were divided into subgroups

based on age ( or = 70 y) and underlying rheumatic disease (primary versus secondary).
Articular cartilage was obtained from the intra-articular space during total knee arthroplasty,

and synovial fluid was collected from the knee joint cavity before and after intra-articular
injection of 2 mL of f678ea9f9e
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